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General school news:
Principal Pat Murphy retired in September after 21 years as Principal and 40 years teaching and was given a great send off by students and staff. Suzanne Barrett was appointed as new Principal of the college and Dominic Hearne was appointed as new Deputy Principal. We welcomed new members of staff to the school in September – Mrs Jane Ryan, Mrs Suzanne Meyler Ms Brid Bennett, Mr Padraig Cassin, Mrs Biddy Foran, and Ms Mary Murray. Emily Dunphy retired after eleven years as cleaner at the school. We welcomed our new cleaner Bernie Gannon to the staff.
Ulster Bank sponsored a Defibrillator for the school and training was provided for six 

members of staff in how to do CPR and in the use of the Defibrillator, which is available 

in school at all times. 
Incoming 1st year students and their parents attended an information/ induction evening in 

May outlining what to expect in their new school in September. In August all the first 

years took part in an two day induction programme, assisted by their Meitheal leaders.
Sixth year Meitheal leaders from 2007/08, Maura Murphy, Lisa McGrath, Denika Walsh,
Dean Hunt, Olga Malone and Janet Browne, were presented with their certificates in 
Gorey in March accompanied by principal Pat Murphy and co-ordinator Jim O’Connor .

The family of the late Luke O’Connor, third year student who passed away last

September after a long illness, came to the school in May for the planting of a Spanish

Chestnut tree and the unveiling of a Memorial bench dedicated to his memory. A second 
bench was dedicated to the late Mary Grimes, Business Studies teacher, while a third was 
dedicated to former staff and students who have passed away.
A Student Council was set up in the school under the guidance of Mrs Geraldine Sutton. 

One student was elected from each class and they meet regularly at lunch times, where 
they discuss issues and work with management, staff and parents for the benefit of the 
school. The chairperson for 2008/09 is Hayley Murray, 5X. 
The annual sixth year Mass was held in the school in May, celebrated by Fr Roger 

O’Neill and Rev Lynne Rogers. The Graduation Ball was held in Riverbank hotel in 
Wexford in September.

The school opened its doors to sixth class students and their parents, for the Open night in 

November. The school was very busy on the night and all were impressed with the 

facilities and activities on offer.
Some fifth year students attended the training for the Respect programme. These students 

then delivered the Respect programme in RSE to the second years under the guidance of 
Mr O’Connor, Mr McGrath and a Health nurse 
The highlight of the school year is Awards day in May, which was attended by CEO Mrs 
Clare McMahon, Board of Management members Ingrid O’Brien, Parents Association 
Chairman Brendan Hartley and students received awards for Student of the year, 
Academic awards, sports awards, achievement certificates etc. Past student Anne Marie

Butler received an award for achieving the highest result in Leaving Certificate 

Engineering in Ireland.
The school received Dormant Account funding for Parenting room and Dining Facilities. The Parenting room was upgraded to provide a suitable meeting space for the Home School Liaison Office, visiting parents and meetings, and for running Parenting courses. The Canteen is in the process in being upgraded to providing a lift facility for disabled students, and improving the facilities for providing breakfast and lunches for all students.

Junior Certificate School Programme:

First years participated in a Paired Reading Programme for 6 weeks. Their tutors were Child Care students who worked with the first years every day, and the programme was co-ordinated by Learning Support teacher Grace Reddington and Child Care tutor Anne Donoghue. The students and tutors were presented with certificates and the commitment of all involved was recognised.

Third year JCSP students received certificates in a ceremony for students and parents

prior to sitting their Junior Certificate. Parents and third year students then attended an 
information talk on 5th year options – both Leaving Certificate subject options and 
Leaving Certificate Applied were discussed.
1B students also participated in AccleRead and Write programme which is a literacy 

based computer programme. The students were helped by parents who came in for their 

English class and worked with the students.
Some students also took part in Fast Forward, a brain training computer programme, 

focussing on concentration, imagination and problem solving.

First years and their parents celebrated their first term at New Ross Vocational 

College with a Chritmas Celebration of our Native Countries. The students presented 

Irish, French, and Polish Christmas traditions, including festive poetry recitations and 

traditional refreshments.
Leaving Certificate Applied:

Tasks were assessed for LCA students in January and May in Contemporary Issues,
Vocational Specialisms of Horticulture and Construction, General Education (French) 
and Practical Achievement.
Local Business Lake Region has set up a link between the business and the school,
working with 5LCA students. The programme involves identifying employment 

opportunities, outlining how the factory works, visits to the factory, workshops on  CV 

preparation and  interview techniques.
New Ross Vocational College was a pilot school for Leaving Certificate Applied so a celebration of 10 years of graduates of Leaving Certificate Applied took place in Brandon House – employers were invited to celebrate their contribution to Leaving Certificate Applied and each received a certificate marking their important contribution, while past students described their experiences of Leaving Certificate Applied. CEO Mrs Clare McMahon and National LCA Co-ordinators Tony Collison and Shiela O’Driscoll attended. LCA students visited New Ross Golf Course and Woodstock gardens as part of their Horticulture Module. They also visited the Dunbrody Famine Ship as part of their project in Irish studies.

Junior and Leaving Certificate Examinations

State examinations commenced with Irish and French orals in April. This was followed by practical examinations in Construction Studies, Engineering, and Art for Leaving Certificate and Art, Home Economics and Metalwork for Junior Certificate. Examinations commenced in June for Leaving and Junior Certificates.

The college was delighted with the quality of the results of Junior Certificate, Leaving Certificate and Leaving Certificate Applied students.

Post Leaving Certificate courses:
The college run FETAC courses in Child Care, Information Technology, Office Management Procedure with a new FETAC course of Horticulture commencing in September. An Open Day is held in May to enrol for the following September. Examinations were held in April and May and external examiners arrived in May to monitor correction of examinations and projects. Presentation of certificates was held in the school in November. Child Care students attended a First Aid course and were awarded certificates.

The school is registered to offer FETAC AWARDS at different levels up to and including level 5 and the school follows the guidelines of FETAC Quality Assurance in delivering its programmes.

Extra curricular activities:
As part of the  Physical Education programme, first years and second years had a day’s activities each in Shielbaggan Outdoor Education Centre, participating in water and land based activities; and first years went on a hillwalk up Mount Leinster, while the fifth years climbed the Comeraghs.

1st years, 3rd year History and Art students and 5th year Art students went to Heritage Park in Ferrycarraig and to the Art Gallery in Wexford.

Art students attended a workshop with Paddy Darrigan in March.

Humourfit Drama presented an excellent educational show to our students. The Theme for Junior Cycle students was teenagers growing up and explored the issues involved. The theme for senior students was Mental Health. Both shows were well received by the students. This was supported by the School Completion Programme.
5th years attended Road Safety information day in St Michael’s Theatre hosted by the Garda Síochána, while fifth and sixth year students tested their driving skills and learned basic maintenance skills in MOG Car Safety Simulator.

Two fifth year students , Amanda O’Neill, and Shaunagh Kelly were awarded Irish scholarships by Department of Education and Science to An Cheathru Rua. First year students, Bryan Gannon, Vicky Connick, Erin Lennon, and MJ Kinsella were awarded  Co Wexford VEC scholarships to Connemara. 
Two students, Shaunagh Kelly and Sabrina McDonald represented the school as the helpers to the Ferns Diocesan Invalid Pilgrimage to Lourdes in May. The school and Parents Association fundraised for their tickets. The girls were busy for the week bringing the disabled to all the important sites in Lourdes and it was a wonderful experience for them both.
Congratulations to Michelle Doyle who won first prize in a Christmas Card competition in New Ross in December. Three students, Shauna Murphy, Lina Smitaite and Peter Braun won prizes for their designs in a JCSP National competition for Subject folders.
Basketball: The Junior (second year) Basketball team won the South East D League in an exciting final against Presentation Wexford, winning 29 points to 19 in March. The U19 team were beaten in the semi-final of the South East League against Mooncoin. The U16 team beat Presentation Wexford in the South East Final in a close match winning 28 points to 24. This was a successful year for the girls Basketball teams. Well done to our student coaches Melissa Walsh and Aoife  St Ledger who trained the girls.
Soccer: First year boys played in a five a side Futsai tournament and played well to get to the final when they were beaten by a strong team from Gorey Community School.

Athletics: The school ran a very successful Sports Day in the school in September, when all students took part in both traditional Athletics events as well as novelty events. All winners go on to represent the school in the Co Wexford Vocational Colleges Athletics event held in May, where 50 students took part.
Gaelic Football: Eoin Murphy, Eoghan Cashin and PJ Cummins were part of the winning All Ireland Senior Wexford team who beat Sligo in the Vocational Colleges Championship.

Hurling: The school are very proud of 6th year student Eoin Murphy, who was the Goalkeeper on the Kilkenny All Ireland Minor Champions team in September.

Careers:

Leaving Certificate Applied students visited FAS Training Centre in Waterford where they were given a comprehensive guided tour of the different apprenticeship areas within the centre. The students also visited Enniscorthy Vocational College for its PLC Open Day.
Sixth year students visited the Waterford and Carlow IT Open days to see what courses are on offer.

A number of fifth year students attended a Shadowing Day in UCD to sample college life and see what courses are on offer. This is part of the New Era programme. First and Second year students went to visit UCD and entered their projects for the New Era Competition. They were brought on a tour of the college and all participating students won book vouchers for their entries. Erin Lennon, Vicky Connick  and Aine O’Connor were the school overall winners with the dolls house that they built together. Five fifth year students were allocated places on the fifth year summer school in UCD
Third year students visited the Racing Academy and Centre of Education(RACE) and the National Stud in Kildare as some of the students were interested in a career in horses. One of these students is now training in RACE.

Fifth and sixth years visited Killowen Yoghurt in Courtnacuddy to see how yoghurt is manufactured.

Tours: First year students went to Trabolgan and enjoyed all the facilities on offer – the wave swimming pool, soccer, tennis and go-carts. They also went on a Fishing Trip to Duncannon where they learned all about fishing under the guidance of Matty Larkin and Ms Flood.
Third, fifth and sixth year students visited Liverpool where activities included paintballing, a visit to Anfield, Old Trafford and the soccer match between Manchester United and Blackburn..
Second and third year students visited Wicklow Gaol where they saw how the old Gaol was run.
